8                       JAN. 5,

He was perfectly well aware, that in the present
calamitous situation of the country, it might have
been expected that he should direct attention to the
war, rather than to any other topic ; and., to bring-
forward another subject, might appear to have a
tendency to divert their attention from that which
was the principal object of discussion. He was
also aware, that there was something risqued by
the motion which he was now to submit to the house,
as it probably would not meet with the concurrence
of all those who, on the first night of the session,
had expressed their disapprobation of the war, and
BOW, while an appearance of strength was gathering
to the party in opposition of the present war, the
effect might be to produce a degree of public dis-
couragement, and to diminish the hopes which were
entertained of bringing it to a speedy conclusion.
But there were some questions of essential and
deep importance, which no ground of expedience,
BO consideration of a nature merely temporary,
should induce him to forego. Such was the ques-
tion which he should to-night bring forward. The
opposers of the war, who had encountered so much
unpopularity at its onset, would stand on the same
ground on the present occasion, in supporting the
' principles which they had uniformly avowed, what-
ever they might hazard by the discussion, with re-
spect to the appearance of the strength of their
party. Those who had joined them in the opposi-
tion to war, would consider how far it was incum-
bent upon them to support the same principles.
But he should affirm that the present was the very
first question which those who wished for peace
were bound to support. The first consideration
which had been held out by the Chancellor of the
Exchequer with respect to the necessity of the
war, was the i internal situation of the country,
A view of that situation was certainly in every re-
spect the most important Whether we now looked
to the continuance of the war, or to the event of